
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 31st JULY 2003. 

Present:
Becky Withers – Vice Chair 


Yvonne Bradbury


Tim Harker




David Brown


Jonny Sykes




Nick Condor


David Clark – Parish Clerk


In attendance :
 Cllr David Lay WCC,  Stn Off Alan Morris WAS,  Police Sgt Paul Oatway, Cllr R Cherrington  and Clerk of Chute Forest Parish Council,  and 8 Chute Parishioners.  

ITEM 1 :
APOLOGIES


1.1
In the absence of Bill Shaw (Chairman) on holiday,  Becky Withers (Vice Chair) took the chair and noted the apologies of Bill Shaw and Peter Veasey KDC.
1.2
The Vice Chair then proposed that, due to the exceptional nature of the meeting – Item 6 in particular -  and the experience on Emergency Service issues gained by David Brown on SEKCAF duties, that he should chair the meeting.  This was seconded by  Tim Harker and agreed by all.   David Brown then took the Chair.

ITEM 2 :
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS :  There were none. 

ITEM 3 :
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

5.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on  19th June 2003 was proposed by J Sykes, seconded by N Conder ,  and approved by all.  

ITEM 4 :
MATTERS ARISING
4.1
Chestnut Tree at Upper Chute Green (Item 4.2) :   The Chair noted that two estimates had been obtained by the Clerk and a further one was to be pursued. 
4.2
Emergency Planning (Item 4.5) :  The Chair advised that a provisional candidate for CEV had been identified subject to provision of assistance with the role.  It was agreed that this assistance should be sought in the Chronicle once the individual had given his formal agreement to take over.  He also noted that the Clerk registered with WCC the Council’s interest in taking part in the October exercise. 
4.3
Gift Vouchers for Youth (Item 4.9)      B Withers advised that detail of use of the vouchers would be provided to the Clerk shortly.  Action : B Withers
4.4
Recycling Facilities @ Cross Keys (Item 6)
The Clerk advised that KDC were happy to pursue a 6 month trial placement of Recycling Bins at the Cross Keys Inn – action anticipated late August. It was agreed that the Council should give this Cross Keys initiative full support in the Chronicle once detail was available.

4.5
SEKCAF and Tidworth C.A Plan(Item 9)
The Chair reported on the Tidworth Community Area Plan meeting which had been attended by the Chairman.  He then emphasised the need to keep up with this development and, since he would be unavailable for the next SEKCAF meeting on 15th September, sought a volunteer to cover this venue.  Members to review their commitments and contact him ex committee. Action: All.
4.6
Tibbs Meadow South Boundary – ‘Field Hedge’(Item 12)
The Clerk advised that the KDC Arboricultural Officer was very concerned over the reported damage to the trees and, once he had inspected these, he proposed to write to all who lived adjacent to this field hedge.  In these circumstances the Chairman had indicated that Parish Council action should be suspended pending the outcome of the District Council action.  This was discussed and agreed.  
 ITEM 5 :   ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2003  
5.1
The Chair sought and obtained confirmation that all Members had read and understood the accounts and audit return circulated with the Agenda.  He then asked J Sykes, as the Member with ‘finance’ as his special interest, to comment.  He confirmed that he had been provided with an advance copy of the papers by the Clerk/RFO : noted the satisfactory outcome of the Internal Audit by Ms Nuala Orlik, and expressed his own satisfaction with their standard and presentation.  After the Clerk had responded satisfactorily to a question from a member, the Chair asked if any further time was required for discussion.  Since all agreed that none was required, he then moved to the specific proposals on the Agenda as follows:
5.1.1
The proposal that the accounts should be approved as presented was proposed by J Sykes, seconded by N Conder and agreed by all.

5.1.2
The proposal that Section 1 of the Audit Return (Statement of Accounts) should be approved as presented was made by T Harker, seconded by B Withers and agreed by all.
5.1.3
The proposal that Section 2 of the Audit Return (Statement of Assurance) should be approved as presented was made by D Brown, seconded by J Sykes and agreed by all.

5.2
 J Sykes then proposed a vote of thanks to the Clerk, as Responsible Financial Officer, for his high standard of work on the Accounts and on their detailed presentation/explanation for Audit.  This was seconded by T Harker and agreed by all.
ITEM 6 : PRESENTATION BY  WILTSHIRE AMBULANCE SERVICE (WAS)
6.1
The Chair welcomed Station Officer Alan Morris who had come at the behest of his C.E. to explain the operation of the Ambulance Service with particular emphasis on the A&E response system and the means by which rural addresses were identified. Mr Morris recognised that he understood that his attendance was provoked by questions which arose from an earlier incident and, whilst he hoped to allay any concerns in the community, emphasised that he could not deal with specific cases. This was accepted by the Chair.  At 20.15 – as advertised - the Chair then welcomed the members of the public and, in accordance with the agreement at the previous Meeting, adjourned the Council Meeting in order that the public might participate fully.

6.2
Mr Morris then made a clear and extensive presentation supported by computer generated graphics and, with commendable flexibility, dealt with the many questions as they arose. At 21.20 the Chair wound up the Public Meeting by indicating that, whilst he felt that all were to some extent reassured, there were a number of matters which the Council would wish to consider and possibly pursue with the Wiltshire Ambulance Service once they had the opportunity to digest the ground that had been covered. He then proposed a vote of thanks to Mr Morris for his excellent efforts : this was supported without reservation.  
6.3
At 21.30 the Chair re-convened the Council meeting.   After some discussion it was agreed that, as a minimum,  the following matters should be taken forward to the next Meeting:-

6.3.1
Community Responder System – this was agreed to be of potential interest.  T Harker to liaise with Geof Todd of the Wilts Ambulance Svce to obtain detailed advice.  
6.3.2
OS Map References – these were agreed to be of potential value to Ambulance staff provided they were accurate.  Action to consider identification for each household to be considered.
6.3.3
Updating of Maps/Map Software. -  the rapid updating of systems to recognise new or changed addresses was critical and action should be considered to promote this.
6.3.4
Current availability of Maps -  KDC/WCC should be approached to establish what maps identifying residence(by name)  are currently available and seek copies of these. To cover whole parish including (eg) NZ Farm.  These would also be required by the Emergency Volunteers.   Action : Clerk
ITEM 7 :   ANY OTHER BUSINESS
7.1
Children’s Play Facilities
Comments/complaints about the use of the Upper Chute village green by children were discussed.   It was agreed that this recreational use was appropriate for the Green, particularly given the lack of any other facility in the village, but it was noted that there was potential risk to children from vehicles which tended to drive too quickly on that stretch of the road. It was also agreed that although the limited play facilities could become a ‘Crime and Disorder’ matter, for the present this was a safety matter so the Highway Authority should be approached to advise on possible responses before the next meeting.   Action : Clerk 
7.2
Overgrown Road Verges   The Clerk reported that, in response to several complaints, he had reported the hazards caused by overgrown verges to CLARENCE but had been advised that the second cut (of two) was not scheduled till September and earlier action was not guaranteed.  It was agreed the Highways Authority should be pressed further and that they should be reminded that the cut was made approx 3 weeks too early this year.  Mr Dennis Compton of WCC had advised in 2001 that timing of the first cut would be made in liaison with the Parish to ensure that it was made at the most suitable time. This had not happened this year.    Action : Clerk
7.3
Ragwort
Cllr David Lay WCC asked if action was being taken in response to greater demands for control of this weed.   It was agreed clarification should be sought from KDC/WCC and the position of the Council as a landowner reviewed.  Action : Clerk
7.4
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair then noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 18th September 2003 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting..
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Signed


Dated


